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Special Contributor

As Hockaday School begins 
its 101st year, a new era of teach-
ing has begun with the opening 
of a new science center. 

After 14 months of construc-
tion, the three-story center was 
opened in August as the first 
phase of the planned Centen-
nial Center that will provide an 
interdisciplinary space for the 
arts and sciences. 

The building, designed with 
full input from faculty over the 
past few years, will push the 
school’s students to explore 
fields of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathemat-
ics. With around 30 percent of 
Hockaday graduates declaring 
majors in a STEM fi eld in the 
past few years, the space now 
allows students to delve deeper 
and prepare for their postgrad-
uate careers. 

“The entire science depart-
ment was involved with the ar-
chitects, before the plans even 
went out for a donor bid,” said 
Dr. Beverly Lawson, former 
chair of Hockaday’s science de-
partment.

The space fi ts the dreams of 
even professional scientists and 

houses many features that seem 
unusual for a middle and high 
school science center. The third 
fl oor is a highlight, as it houses 
the more fl exible space in the 
building.

IDEA labs fi ll much of the 
fl oor and at fi rst glance, Law-
son said, they do not seem like 
much. The large empty rooms, 
with moveable dividers, are not 
designated for any one class or 

subject, but are instead created 
to allow classes to meet and in-
vent in a space that will morph 
to students’ needs. 

A personal favorite feature 
for Dr. Marshall Bartlett, cur-

rent chair of the science depart-
ment, is the 16-seat planetarium 
where he teaches astronomy. 

 “It’s great to be able to teach 
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astronomy and show the stu-
dents the sky not just trying to 
draw it on a white board for 
them,” Bartlett said.

The facilities also offer more 
space for the robotics team, 
whose power tools were previ-
ously held in a storage unit. The 
roof features a garden, deemed 
the “living lab,” that has already 
been used by the school’s strong 
environmental science club. A 
3-D printer and laser cutter are 
already student favorites.

But the rooms aren’t the only 
teaching feature. The building 
itself, designed by Good Fulton 
& Farrell Architects, boasts vis-
ible utilities, like water and gas 
lines, so that students can see 
just how the building functions. 

One of the most impactful 
features of the new building is 
the opportunity for individu-
al research. Usually reserved 
for graduate students and some 
lucky undergrads, research is a 
strong focus for the new science 
center, which offers six inde-
pendent student labs.

These labs will allow stu-
dents to sustain ongoing proj-
ects in their own personal space, 
without having to move or dis-
mantle their research to make 
room for class, Lawson said. 

Interdisciplinary study has 
already begun in the center, 
which in later plans will be-
come attached to the Fine Arts 
building. The school’s History 
of Art and Music class, taught 
by longtime Hockaday teacher 
Ed Long, is housed in the sci-
ence center’s digital media lab, 
a room designed to blur the 
boundaries of art and science. 

“The vision has always been 
to have the spaces bleed into 
each other in some sort of or-
ganic way,” Bartlett said. 

Mixing the space while 
maintaining a push for student 
involvement both in and out of 
the classroom has become a pri-
ority for Hockaday.

The curriculum for the high 
school only requires three years 
of science, including phys-
ics, chemistry and biology, al-
lowing students to pick and 
choose what alternative, more 
advanced, science courses they 
would like to enroll in during 
senior year.

“I think a lot of girls are 
turned off because they think 
there’s a culture around [STEM] 
classes that is male, competitive, 
ego-driven and that they don’t 
fit into that,” Bartlett said. “We 
are very conscientious about 
letting every girl know, whether 
she thinks of herself as a science 
girl or not, that she can succeed 
in doing science.”
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The traveling exhibit “2the Xtreme: 
Math Alive!” made its debut at The Perot 
Museum of Nature and Science in Septem-
ber and continues through Jan. 4.

The exhibit brings math to life in every-
day ways.

Guests can engage in more than 50,000 
square feet of math adventures, including 
riding a snowboard, creating a video game, 
or designing a skyscraper.  

The exhibit is an effort to increase stu-
dent interest in mathematics for second 
through sixth grades. 

Presented locally by St. Phillip’s School 
and Episcopal School of Dallas, the exhibit 
sparked a crusade to declare November as 
“Math Rocks” Month in Dallas. 

Students from both schools proposed the 
idea through letters, poems, and other cre-
ations hand-delivered to Dallas Mayor Mike 
Rawlings, explaining why math was import-
ant in their lives. 

“We went to his office, which was quite 
exciting for the boys and girls,” said Zora 
Skelton, a third and fourth grade math en-
richment teacher at the Episcopal Lower 
School.

The proposal was met with great enthu-
siasm and was presented at an October city 
council meeting. 

A special ceremony and proclamation al-
lowed students to see the process firsthand 
and celebrate the results of their hard work. 

The exhibit sparked the idea for “Math 

Rocks” Month. When ESD teachers took 
their students to the exhibit, it was clear 
they had experienced something special.

“We took all of our fourth and fifth grad-
ers down,” Skelton said. “They were so cap-
tivated, they didn’t want to leave.” 

The hands-on displays and activities 
create a world in which students can ac-
tively see, touch and hear the math that 
makes up their world.

“One of the really neat things about this 
program is that the mathematics is made 
meaningful and relevant to the students,” 
said Reid Prichett, ESD assistant head of 

school for learning and teaching. “They can 
see that they are thinking mathematically, 
whether they realize it or not.”

The students aren’t the only ones 
who’ve benefited from the Perot’s exhibit 
and “Math Rocks” Month. Teachers have 
also seized the unique learning opportuni-
ty. 

“The teachers are working together as 
well with bringing abstract mathematical 
concepts into the real world,” Prichett said. 
“That was really exciting for us to be part of 
that learning and be able to bring that back 
to students’ classrooms.”

C O U RT E SY  P H OTO

Students made a case before Mayor Mike Rawlings for “Math Rocks.” 


